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THE ED ITO R ’S PAGE

1 ho o b je c tive  o f 'Fndeavonr' p rin te d  on the inside fron t cover com m its  us to 
discussion o f "th e  d if f ic u lt ie s  tha t C h ris tians  face today in both thought and 
day-to -day  liv in g ". One such d i f f ic u l ty ,  the sta tus o f C hris tians who do not share 
our d o c tr in a l b e lie fs , has been ra ised in tw o ways. The firs t was a paper from  Syd 
C .reenall, a resume o f w hich is included under the t i t le  o f 'H e re tic s  or B rothers? ' 
(the  o rig in a l made the po in ts in stronger language). The second was in the fo rm  of 
tw o  questions put by a reader who wishes to  rem ain anonymous. They are:

Can the  idea be ju s tif ie d , B ib lic a lly  or o the rw ise , th a t there  can be no salvation
outs ide the C hris tade lph ian  com m un ity?

How do we know th a t d isb e lie f o f one or m ore o f the sta tem ents  in the
s ta tem en t o f fa ith  may put anyone outs ide the pale o f sa lvation?

Syd G reena ll takes the  line  th a t conduct and not d o c tr in a l b e lie f is the im portan t 
th ing . But conduct and b e lie f cannot be easily separated. A re lig ion  which 
emphasises d o c tr in e  to  the  exclus ion  o f p ra c tic a l e ffe c ts  is d e fic ie n t, but one that 
views sa lva tion  on ly in te rm s o f w hat we do can so easily d e te r io ra te  in to  'sa lva tion  
by w orks '.

We can sym pathise w ith  Syd's re c o lle c tio n  o f sch ism atic  tendencies from  his 
ch ildhood, bu t le t us g ive  c re d it to  those who have done so much to  heal r i f t s  (and 
s t i l l  w ork fo r u n ity ) in our co m m u n ity . Possibly some readers w il l  no t recognise the 
names m entioned in the  a r t ic le .  The C e n tra l and S u ffo lk  S tree t fe llow ships were 
re -u n ite d  in 1957/8. .lohn B rig h t S tree t was the name o f an ecclesia  and Vynor Hall 
the name o f a b ro th e r. But why do these d iffe re n ce s  arise? A t the risk  o f appearing 
too  s im p lis tic , I would say i t  is an in ev itab le  product o f our human nature . One 
causal e lem ent is laudable, nam ely the desire to be true  to  the reve la tion  we have 
been g iven in the B ib le . The troub le  is th a t each man tends to  be lieve th a t his 
in te rp re ta tio n  o f the B ib le  is the c o rre c t one. If ,a s  does happen, d iffe re n t views are 
held w ith  dogm a tic  c e r ta in ty , d isputes are bound to arise. When the leading 
exponents o f these view s have strong  persona lities , the cond ition  fo r a 'd iv is io n ' is 
fu lf i l le d .

The f i r s t  o f the  tw o  questions m entioned above would be anwered by most 
C h ris tade lph ians in the  nega tive , but th a t answer would be heavily  q u a lif ie d  by a 
re q u ire m e n t to  accep t the  whole teach ing  o f sc rip tu re , or words to  th a t e ffe c t.  
Many would re la te  th is  to  our s ta tem en t o f fa ith  w hich represents the common or 
shared basis o f agreem ent in our co m m u n ity . We do not regard i t  as ’ insp ired ': i f  
someone contests i t  we reason i t  ou t from  sc rip tu re .

I have heard i t  said th a t i f  we w ithd raw  from  someone, i t  does not necessarily 
exclude them  from  fe llow sh ip  w ith  the Father and Son. Is i t  not possible tha t 
someone b rought up to  honour God and fa ith fu lly  to  fo llo w  Jesus C h ris t in some 
o the r com m un ity  would be accepted by God and saved in the name o f Jesus?

I have also heard i t  said th a t the 't r u th ' we em brace cannot be de fined in verbal 
p ropos itions: i t  requ ires a liv in g  fa ith . I t  is th is  w hich shows w hether or not we have 
accepted the grace o f God and been accepted by H im .T o  th is  e x te n t we can accept 
the po in t made in 'H e re tic s  or B ro the rs? ' th a t ac tion  is im p o rta n t; but 
understanding the re  m ust be as w e ll. I t  is when we c la im  to  know e xa c tly  how much 
understanding th a t we run in to  d if f ic u l ty  and perhaps begin to  take  on the task of 
the  g rea t Judge H im se lf.

L ike  o the r com m un itie s  we need some way o f decid ing  who is able to  share 
fe llow sh ip , but it  would be presum ptuous for us to a n tic ip a te  the decision o f Jesus
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in the m a tte r o f ind iv idua l sa lvation. I do not th ink we can know (question 2 above) 
whether re jec tion  o f one or more o f the sta tem ents  in the s ta tem en t o f fa ith  w il l  
put anyone outside the pale of sa lva tion. These decisions we m ust leave to  God.

Ciod has given us His word: i t  is the Word o f God expressed in human language. We 
must do our best to learn o f H im  and to pu t in to  p ra c tice  a ll He te lls  us to  do. 
Perhaps we should concen tra te  more on the things on w hich we agree w ith  those 
who, like  us, accept scrip tu re  as the inspired word of God than on the  th ings on 
which we d if fe r . However, w h ile  we cannot deny w hat we see is p la in ly  ta u g h t in 
the B ible, there is bene fit to  be gained from  lis ten ing  to  (or read ing) o th e rs ' views 
on the meaning o f the te x t o f sc rip tu re . It is, in the end, the  word o f God w hich 
alone is a u th o r ita tiv e , and our in te rp re ta tio n  -  or th a t o f anyone else -  w h ich  is 
provisional u n til the tim e  when we shall know even as we are known.

We would welcome con tr ibu tions  on th is  top ic  but please m ake them  h e lp fu l.

.lohn M aycock

We should like  to  thank a ll those who have wished "Endeavour" w e ll in its  new fo rm a t.

BAPTISM FOR THE DEAD

Mormons regard i t  as a du ty to  be baptised as p roxies fo r th e ir 
dead ancestors. This p ra c tice  is no t founded on P au l's  re fe re n ce  
to  i t  in  1 C orin th ians 15:29 but on a re ve la tio n  c la im ed  to  have 
been received by Joseph Sm ith  in 1842. N everthe less i t  draws 
a tte n tio n  to  th is  ra th e r obscure passage. J B N o rris  exp la ins the 
background.

F irs t o f a ll i t  should be borne in m ind th a t in the C o rin th ia n  ecc les ia  w rong ideas 
and practices abounded. The ecclesia  was racked w ith  c o n te n tio n . There was gross 
im m o ra lity  and condonation o f i t .  Going to law w ith  b re th ren  was ta k in g  p lace. 
M a rita l m a tte rs  needed aposto lic  counsel. E ating th ings sa c rifice d  to  ido ls was not 
unknown. There was d isputing about liv in g  on the gospel. There was d iso rde rly  
conduct at the Lord 's  supper. There was confusion in the exerc ise  o f the g i f t  o f 
tongues. There was denial o f the R esurrection  o f the  dead, a fundam en ta l heresy 
ca lling  fo r strong a ff irm a tio n  o f the tru th  and manner o f the R esu rrec tion .

The enthusiasms o f some, and th e ir concern about re la tiv e s  and fr iends  who had 
died before the gospel reached C o rin th  was such th a t they fe l t  som eth ing  had to  be 
done about i t .  Their a tt itu d e  could be expressed thus:- "We are sure th a t 
G randfather Diogenes and Aunt Eugenia would have em braced the  T ru th  i f  on ly they 
had known about i t .  But they died before the gospel had com e to  C o rin th . W hat can 
we do about this? They c a n 't be baptised because they are dead. L e t's  be baptised 
fo r them ." And they were.

Paul ne ither condones nor condemns the p ra c tic e . Why? Doubtless he d isapproved o f 
i t ,  but i f  he had embarked upon a denuncia tion  o f i t  a tte n tio n  would have been 
de tracted  from  the fundam ental tru th  o f the R esu rrec tion , w h ich  was his m ain 
concern. He may have judged i t  wise to  le t the p ra c tic e  d ie  down, w h ich  i t  d id .

The strong emphasis placed upon the need fo r bap tism  by the  m em bers in question  
was wholesome and probably pleased the apostle . But they had taken  th e ir  lo y a lty  to  
the doc trine  too fa r; Raul d id not wish to  discourage them  p u b lic ly , bu t may w e ll 
have w r it te n  or spoken to  them  p r iv a te ly  to  ease down, w h ich  a c tu a lly  happened as 
the years went by.



VOLUNTARY WORK WITH THE ELDERLY 4

Sheila H arris  has had a g rea t deal o f experience in in troduc ing  
young people to  ca ring  fo r  the e ld e rly . In th is  a r t ic le  she deals 
w ith  some th ings w hich may no t a lw ays he apparent to  those 
undertak ing  th is  work fo r  the f ir s t  tim e .

I .  Who Are the Elderly?

b e fo re  we can a tte m p t to discuss ways o f he lp ing or supporting the e ld e rly , it  is 
necessary to  exam ine w hat we mean by the e ld e rly . We m igh t take fo r a s ta rt the 
o f f ic ia l d e fin it io n , th a t is a ll who are e n tit le d  to  the R e tirem en t Pension. This 
broad d e fin it io n  would consequently include a ll from  age 60 to  65 to  the n ine ties. 
And now th a t many people re t ire  e a r lie r , the period cou ld  be extended fu rth e r. 
C le a rly  th is  th ir ty  year period  o f a whole genera tion  conta ins w ith in  i t  an 
innum erable  v a rie ty  o f d iffe re n ce s  and d is tin c tio ns  o f s ta tus and co n d ition , socia l, 
econom ic, physical and m en ta l. There are as many d iffe rences  w ith in  that 
genera tion  as in any o the r group. We are fa re d  w ith  ind iv idua ls, r ic h , poor, s ick, 
h e a lthy , a c tiv e , housebound, independent or re lia n t upon others. Is i t  possible to 
genera lise over such a broad spectrum  o f socie ty? A re there  any common factors 
w h ich  cou ld  help as a gu ide line  in assessing th e ir needs and our usefulness in 
supply ing them ? There is sure ly just one fa c to r  w hich is com m on to  the whole group 
-  the fa c to r  o f age. There are experiences w hich in e v ita b ly  were shared by those of 
the same age group and these experiences may w e ll have v ita l ly  coloured the ir 
a tt itu d e s , ideals and expecta tions .

The Eighty to Ninety Age Group
This is the genera tion  whose roo ts  lie  deep in the period be fore  the F irs t World 
War. The ir lives were gene ra lly  s im p le r, w ith  few er luxuries and w ith  h e a lth ie r, less 
a r t i f ic ia l  d ie t. The m o to r ca r was v ir tu a lly  unknown, so they were used to  physical 
exerc ise  and hard w ork . A hardy race , they were brought up on the m oral p rinc ip les  
and C h ris tia n  v irtu e s  o f the V ic to ria n  Age. And d iffe re n t as th e ir backgrounds may 
have been, one experience a ffe c te d  them  a ll -  the F irs t World War. Many 
lost sw eethearts , b ro the rs , fa th e rs , friends and husbands. They learned to  su ffe r and 
surv ive  fo r the re  was born in them  an ideal o f s a c r if ic e  and selflessness tha t 
b rought them  through th a t f ie ry  t r ia l  ennobled and enriched. There are s t i l l  many o f 
th a t genera tion  whom one would count i t  as a p riv ile g e  to  know. One old lady whose 
husband was k ille d  in the War a few  weeks a fte r  th e ir m arriage  but to  whom she 
rem a itied  fa ith fu l in respect and a ffe c t io n , tended her garden w e ll in to  her e ighties 
and then was deeply ap p re c ia tive  and g ra te fu l to  those who helped her w ith  i t .  An 
o ld  gen tlem an, now aged n in e ty , liv in g  alone a fte r  the death o f his m uch-loved w ife , 
whom he had cared fo r devoted ly through a d istressing illness, speaks w ith  warm 
g ra titu d e  o f any who help h im  in any way, C ourteous, gracious people, however 
reduced th e ir c ircum stances may be, they possess a q u a lity  o f l ife , deepened by 
fa ith  and tru s t,  w h ich  is fas t d isappearing in our m a te r ia lis t ic  w orld .

The Seventy to Eighty Group
The nex t age presents a d if fe re n t p ic tu re . The rem em brance o f the F irs t World War 
and the Depression is a faded m em ory and the dep riva tions  and su ffe rings  o f the 
Second War have been m ore than compensated fo r by the period o f p rospe rity  and 
m a te ria l success w hich co loured much o f th e ir w ork ing  lives. Hard work and e ffo r t  
were rew arded by h igher wages and increased luxuries. They could a ffo rd  bigger 
houses, m ore c o m fo rta b le  fu rn ish ings and m ore e x c itin g  holidays. As th e ir whole 
standard o f liv in g  was ra ised so were th e ir hopes and expecta tions . Many o f them  
have been used to  g re a te r c o m fo rts  and expect s t i l l  to  be able to enjoy the same.
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benefits as they have had before . Rut w ith  increasing age is an awareness of 
increasing in a b ility  to  m a in ta in  the same standards in life s ty le  and a c t iv i ty .  
To grow old graciously is a g reat v ir tu e . Rut to many, loss o f physical 
strength, awareness o f fa ilin g  powers o f body and m ind, in e v ita b le  neg lect o f 
form er cherished gardens and homes, leads o fte n  to  fru s tra t io n , d issa tis fa c tio n  
and unhappiness.

The Sixty to Seventy Age Group
This the youngest o f our ca tegories o f the e ld e rly , is faced p r im a r ily  w ith  the 
m ajor adjustm ent to re tire m e n t. This is probably the  m ost d i f f ic u l t  cha llenge 
tha t many people have to face. From  a l ife  w hich has o fte n  been fu l l  o f 
varied a c tiv it ie s  and demands, there is a sudden change to  the qu ietness o f 
home and garden. The fe llow sh ip  and con tac ts  o f work can be sore ly missed 
and lack o f respons ib ility  can lead to  boredom and a fee ling  o f uselessness. 
Rut they s t i l l  have strength and energy and com petence w hich can be 
usefu lly channelled in to  valuable service i f  sensibly d ire c te d  and advised.

People as Individuals
Rut however much we may generalise about these ca tego ries , people are 
above a ll individuals and th is is w hat we have to consider. There are d i f f ic u l t  
90 year olds as w ell as contented and w e ll-ad jus ted  70 year olds. And o f 
course much o f this depends upon ind iv idua l ch a ra c te r and te m p e ra m e n t, upon 
personal fa ith  as w e ll as physical hea lth , m enta l a le rtness and soc ia l and 
economic circum stances. Rut som ething does also depend upon o th e r people 
and th e ir understanding, awareness and sym pa the tic  grasp o f the  prob lem s, 
the pains and the pressures o f age and in f irm ity .  People do m a tte r  and in 
every c ircum stance o f l ife  we depend upon o thers  and th e ir  re a c tio n s  and 
responses to our needs and s itua tions. So however much we may be aw are o f 
the problems o f the e lde rly  and can recognise th e ir  needs, the re  are s t i l l  
required at every stage, people who can see and fee l and supply w hat is 
desirable, w ith  sensitive compassion and understanding. So th is  m ay be w here 
we can a ll co n tr ib u te  som ething to  ease, to  re lie ve , to  lig h te n  the burdens o f 
age and perhaps also share the joys.

2. Making Life Meaningful

Refore considering the types o f vo lun ta ry  w ork a va ila b le , i t  is essen tia l to  
assess one’s own s u ita b ility  and m o tiva tio n . V o lun ta ry  means w illin g , and no 
volunteer should work under pressure from  fee lings o f d u ty , necessity or 
boredom. The essence of vo lun ta ry  work is en joym en t, doing som eth ing  w h ich  
brings pleasure and sa tis fa c tio n  to  both g ive r and re c ip ie n t. So no one should 
tackle  work w ith  the e lde rly  unless they derive  pleasure fro m  the com pany o f 
old people, any more than one should en te r the teach ing profession unless one 
enjoys ch ild ren . The second question to  decide is w hether one has the  tim e , 
opportun ity  and desire to  co m m it oneself to  a regu la r task. R e g u la rity  and 
re lia b ility  are as essential in vo lun ta ry  work as in paid e m p loym en t. It is a 
com m itm ent and a respons ib ility  to  be undertaken consc ien tious ly  and 
punctua lly.

Home Visits
Many helpers p re fe r to v is it people in th e ir home surroundings w here they can 
establish rea l and caring  re la tionsh ips and o fte n  valuable friendsh ips. This 
service is especially needed fo r the housebound and the very e ld e r ly ; but 
besides them there are countless e lde rly  people who live  a lone and are 
desperately lone ly, even those who live* in housing com plexes or
warden-aided fla ts . In fa c t the needs here are o fte n  g re a te r as an em pty  
co rrido r between locked doors o fte n  provides less com pany and fr iend liness  
than the tra d it io n a l te rrace  house w ith  its  backyard, a ffo rd in g  o p p o rtu n itie s  
for chats over the w a ll o r fence when the washing is being hung out o r the 
pets are being exercised.
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Home V is iting  Groups
In most d is tr ic ts  the re  are loca l groups who organise v is itin g  schemes and contact 
can be made w ith  these through Age Concern or the Social Services. Sometimes also 
they may be advertised in H ea lth  C entres or L ib ra ries . The organisers o f these 
groups are keen to  welcom e vo lunteers whom they w il l  seek to  m atch to  the e lderly 
people who are reported  to  them  as in need o f a v is it . H ealth V is itors, Social 
W orkers, Home Helps, or even neighbours or Wardens o f fla ts  report such cases of 
need where the loca l v is it in g  group is s u ff ic ie n tly  w e ll-know n. The volunteers 
usually are asked to  com m it them selves to  a weekly v is it , arranged to  suit both 
sides, to  ensure th a t i t  is fu lf i l le d  regu la rly  and to  re p o rt on the success or 
o therw ise , as i t  is a lways the desire o f a ll the people involved tha t these 
arrangem ents should be m utua lly  enjoyable. The usual arrangem ent is purely a 
w eekly, hour's fr ie n d ly  v is it which gives the e lderly  fr iend  something to  look 
fo rw ard  to  and an incen tive  o fte n  to  prepare a cup o f tea and to  tidy  up. But 
in e v ita b ly  every case varies and i t  is essential fo r the v is ito r to  recognise th a t some 
people need more help, such as transport to  hosp ita l, lib ra ry  books, shopping e tc. 
O ften  these re la tionsh ips develop in to  warm  friendships. In any work w ith  the 
e lde rly  one must be fle x ib le , adaptable and able to  respond to need as i t  arises.

Another service fo r the housebound is de live ry  o f lib ra ry  books, o ften  organised by 
the W R V S.

Day Centres
In many places there are Day C entres, run by the Social Services or by other 
vo lun ta ry  or ch a rity  organisations as w e ll as some hospita ls. Sometimes these are 
a ttached  to res iden tia l homes. There are o fte n  w a iting  lis ts  to  gain adm ittance to 
these. Social workers assess the needs and s u ita b ility  o f prospective c lien ts . O ften  
e lde rly  people are adm itted  to  these to  give some freedom  or re lie f to  a caring 
re la tiv e , o r else they are unable to  look a fte r themselves through some physical 
d isa b ility  or are s im p ly in need o f company and care. These Centres can provide 
in te re s t, v a rie ty , company and the stim u lus o f a c t iv ity  w ith  w arm th  and food and 
da ily  tra n sp o rt. Volunteers are o fte n  needed here as the regu lar s ta f f  may be fu lly  
occupied w ith  care o f the less able members. So there  is p len ty o f scope for 
in it ia t iv e  and ta le n t in organising games, hand ic ra fts , m usic, e tc  or just cha tting  
and m aking the a lways welcom e cup o f tea . Many vo lun ta ry  organisations, such as 
the Red Cross run Lunch Clubs fo r such people and o fte n  welcome volunteers to 
help w ith  serving.

Classes, Holidays and Interests
For those who are able to  look a ite r  them selves and get out by them selves, there 
are a w ide range o f C lubs, Societies and Classes specia lly  provided fo r the e lde rly . 
Age Concern, in  p a rtic u la r, runs Clubs w hich are organised by members and thereby 
invo lve  them  in respons ib ility  and scope fo r in ita tiv e  and a c t iv ity .  Sometimes they 
organise th e ir own holidays and th is  enables them to  preserve something o f the ir 
sense o f d ig n ity  and w orth , A ll these organisations and many o ther groups o ffe r 
oppo rtun ities  fo r help to  volunteers. A loca l Council fo r Voluntary Service w ill 
a lways provide advice and suggestions.

Fe llow ship  Lunches
Lunch Clubs have become a fea tu re  o f many churches and in ecclesias where there 
are su itab le  fa c il it ie s , these provide a tru ly  exce llen t means o f fostering  friendship 
and understanding, especia lly where there  can be included some ligh te r a c tiv it ie s  as 
w e ll as the D a ily  Readings. It is g ra t ify in g  to  see how, gradually, the members wish 
to  be involved in help ing w ith  p repara tion , washing up or games and how qu ickly 
barrie rs  break down over a good meal and a cup o f tea. In a com m unity  where so 
o fte n  members live  a t a d istance from  one another and i t  is d if f ic u lt  to  meet 
soc ia lly , i t  is indeed heartw arm ing  to welcom e the apprec ia tive  response o f those 
who live  alone, and to  see how much they enjoy each o the r's  company and seem 
re lu c ta n t to  go home.



7 E N D EA V O U R

Learning and Listening
But the rea l essence o f w ork w ith  the  e ld e r ly  is an a tt itu d e  o f re s p e c t. W hatever 
th e ir q u a lit ie s  o f ch a ra c te r, a b i l i ty  or soc ia l s tand ing , they have liv e d  longer than  
those who wish to  help them ; they have experienced  m ore , and even the  m ost
o rd inary  o f them  has his or her s to ry  to  te l l .  We can a ll lis te n  and lea rn  even i f  i t
means hearing the same s to ry  every tim e . We can a ll learn  fro m  those who have
gone be fo re  and, in th a t lea rn ing , fin d  pleasure and e n joym en t and m aybe b rin g  new
life  and in te re s t to  a t least one o ld  person.

A 'C O N C H IE ' REM EM BERS

In this second e x tra c t  from  Jack M u rre ll's  response to  the B B C 's  
request fo r accounts o f the experiences o f C onscientious O b jec to rs  
he answers the question "How did o th er people re a c t  to  your 
opposition, fo r instance, fa m ily , frien d s, co lleagues a t w ork?"

My b ro thers  and s is te rs cam e in tw o  groups, the f irs tb o rn , Jam es, and tw o  s is te rs ; 
then a gap o f ten years to  m y tw in  s is te r and m y se lf; then the  youngest, F red . 
James vo lun teered in 1919 and served a lm os t to  the A rm is t ic e . He was aw arded  the  
M ilita ry  Medal in O ctobe r 1918 and lo s t an eye b e fo re  the  end. My o ld e r s is te rs  
made m un itions and served in  the  w om en's corps. I rem em ber Jam es, on leave , 
shedding his khaki fo r c iv v ie s  and ta k in g  me fish in g . Very d if fe r e n t  m e m o rie s  o f 
leaves be fo re  'b ig  pushes'. A t his d e p a rtu re  my m o th e r w ou ld  be p ro s tra te d , 
su ffe rin g  severe g a s tr it is . James was a v ic t im  o f P ark inson 's  disease and d ied  aged 
57.

What the  F am ily  Thought
I am aw are o f some inscru tab les . One such is the  c irc u m s ta n c e  w h ich  made Jam es a 
vo lun tee r in 1919 and m yse lf a C O in th e  1939/9 5 w a r. I can o n ly  say th a t 
c ircum stances a t th is  tim e  led h im  to  v o lu n te e r, and m ine  30 years la te r  to  o b je c t 
to  m ili ta ry  se rv ice . I fe l t  bound to  te l l  h im  o f m y in te n tio n  when we m e t in  th e  
home v illa g e . He accep ted  the  news w ith  th e  com m en t about hav ing  b e lie ve d  he was 
fig h tin g  a w ar to end w ar; he d id  no t im ag ine , then, th a t a n o th e r w o rld  w ar w ou ld  
fo llo w  in a l i t t le  over 20 years and th a t he w ould advise h is son to  be a C O. My 
parents and the res t o f the  fa m ily  w ere to le ra n t o f v iew s th e y  d id  n o t ho ld  
them selves. My tw in  had m a rrie d  a G renad ie r G uardsm an who had fin ish e d  h is te rm  
and was on reserve in 1939. He was ca lle d  up and sent to  F rance  fro m  w here  he 
w ro te  to  m e. We had a good re la tio n sh ip . He was k i lle d  d u rin g  th e  B E F re t re a t .  I 
was to ld  the news on the  same day I re g is te re d  as a C O . I re m e m b e r m e e tin g  m y 
bereaved tw in  on th a t day.

The R eaction  a t Work
I had jo ined my f irm , R Hoe &  C o, Borough Road, S ou thw a rk , as a d ra u g h tsm a n  in 
1935. The business was the m a n u fa c tu re  o f newspaper m a ch in e ry . As w a r loom ed it  
became c le a r th a t our eng ineering  p lan ts  w ould  go o ve r to  a rm a m e n ts , and I w ou ld  
be e lsewhere -  on the land perhaps. A t an e a rly  s tage m y c h ie f,  H ave , cam e w ith  a 
draw ing from  a su b -co n tra c to r and began asking me to  do some w ork  on i t .  I saw 
th a t the d raw ing was fro m  V ickers and observed to  Have th a t th is  job  was 
concerned w ith  a rm am ents  and I cou ld  no t w o rk  on i t .  I was a C  O  to  m i l i ta r y  
serv ice  and to  the m aking o f weapons a lso. Have was em barrassed b u t ta lk e d  about 
his own F irs t W orld War serv ice  and h is h a tre d  o f k i l l in g  'a n y th in g '.  He w ou ld  take  
the job to someone else, bu t cou ld  no t p rom ise to  do the same in d e f in ite ly .  I re p lie d  
th a t I was w illin g  to  leave s tra ig h t away ra th e r than pu t h im  o r m y s e lf in  a fa lse  
pos ition . Soon the C h ie f Engineer d id  a round o f the  o f f ic e .  I re p e a te d  to  h im  w ha t 
I had to ld  Have. "O h, le t me know when you are go in g " was a ll he sa id . He m ust 
have spoken to  Have who was q u ick ly  on the scene again  to  say I m ust no t assume a 
sudden tu rn ing  over to a rm am en ts ; we had o rde rs  to c o m p le te  and I w ou ld  be 
needed.
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From  th a t tim e  the  change g ra d u a lly  took p lace -  m achine gun pa rts , breech 
b locks, tank tra c k s  e tc . I was re ta in e d  to  arrange changes to  presses requ ired  to 
reduce page sizes and essen tia l spares to  keep presses runn ing . I re c o lle c t 
tra v e ll in g  to  the D a ily  Express, G lasgow , to  a rrange (o r pasting  equ ipm ent so tha t 
a six page paper cou ld  be issued w ith o u t the  m idd le  ’ f ly  shee t’ fa ll in g  o u t. It was 
a t the h e ig h t o f the b a t t le  o f b r i ta in .  I took the m id n ig h t tra in  back to  London. 
There w ere  s leep ing  a irm e n  on board w ith  th e ir  k i t ,  the odd re vo lve r p ro tru d ing ; 
the man s it t in g  n e x t to  me was a re a r gunner.

I t  soon becam e know n in the  o f f ic e  th a t I was a C O, bu t the re  was no 
an tagon ism . A s o lita ry  re m a rk  about w h ich  re g im e n t I w ou ld  jo in  was the e x te n t 
o f i t .  In the  w orks one fo rem an  in s tru c te d  m e in the  r ig h ts  and w rong o f w ar, but 
my m a in  c r i t i c  was an e re c t in g  shop su p e rin te n d e n t. George was the so rt o f 
c h a ra c te r le f t  ove r fro m  D ickens - a f te r  a ll we w ere  w o rk in g  in  the m ids t o f 
D icke n s ’ London. G eorge was ta l l  and b road. Mis s ta tu re  inc luded  a paunch. I l is  
fe a tu re s  and head had the  likeness o f F ra n k lin  D R ooseve lt, w ith  s im ila r 
spec tac les  and a w id e -b r im m e d  h a t. I l is  he igh t and the tu m m y com bined to  
p roduce  a John W ayne typ e  g a it ,  l ie  had a c e r ta in  ’ P resence’ . I had reason to  
spend t im e  in G eorge 's  shop in Verney Road. When I a rr iv e d  he co n fro n te d  me on 
the shop f lo o r  w ith  the  w e ll-w o rn  "W hat w ould  you do i f  a G erm an a tta c k e d  your 
w ife ? "  Soon I was in s tru c te d  in  the  way G eorge w ould  go about reduc ing  the  
enem y 's  in te re s t in w om en. W ith in  ea rsho t was a f i t t e r  o f m a tu re  years, and 
cons idered  an e c c e n tr ic , l ie  was s k ille d  and w e ll re ce ive d  in pressroom s round the 
c o u n try . I re m em ber h is le t te rs  d e sc rib in g  the  job in  progress; they w ere  gems in 
a q u a in t w ay. D av id  S tray  cam e o ve r to  m e w ith  the  re m a rk  th a t George had got 
h is  p ro te s t o f f  h is  ches t and I w ou ld  n o t be bo the red  fu r th e r. Th is was how i t  was. 
D ave to ld  me th a t he was a m em ber o f the Peace Pledge U n ion . So I learned tha t 
my im press ion  o f be ing  o u t on m y own was fa lse .

The en co u n te r w ith  G eorge had a sequel on the  same a fte rn o o n  a t the  te a -b re a k . I 
was e xpec ted  to  ta ke  m ine in the  o f f ic e  and I sa t w ith  George and his N o rth  
C o u n try  fo re m a n . There was no m e n tio n  o f consc ien tious  o b je c tio n , bu t the re  was 
o f re lig io n . T u rn in g  to  me George said f ie rc e ly  (a f te r  d iscoun ting  h im s e lf as a 
re p ro b a te ) "M y  w ife ! She p ra ys !" There fo llo w e d  a discussion be tw een the  th re e  o f 
us, the  d e ta ils  o f w h ich  I canno t re c a ll,  bu t i t  dawned upon me th a t I was the 
cause o f the  d is tu rb a n ce . I he ld  a v iew  c o n tra ry  to  the  ge n e ra lly  accep ted  one 
w h ich  in  w a r- t im e  w e lded  the  n a tio n 's  p o lit ic a l m a jo r it ie s  and m in o r itie s  in to  a 
u n ity  fo r  the  sake o f a com m on e f f o r t .  So m y v iew  represented  a m in o r ity  so 
fra c t io n a l as to  be d iscoun ted  fo r p ra c t ic a l purposes, bu t not ignored co m p le te ly , 
i t  seem ed. Perhaps i t  ra ised  a doubt abou t in d iv id u a l decis ions in a tim e  when 
c o n s c r ip tio n  was needed to  o b ta in  u n ifo rm ity .  Do people ge n e ra lly  make ind iv idua l 
decis ions to  go to  w ar?

A f te r  the w ar and w ith  the fa c to ry  back to  no rm a l business, I spent hours in the 
com pany o f G eorge, l ie  was a good m echan ic  and had an in ve n tive  tu rn  o f m ind; a 
touch o f genius I th o u g h t. We w orked c lo se ly  on some new m echanism s and our 
names w ere  lin ke d  on p a te n t a p p lic a tio n s . The re la tio n s h ip  g rew  to  m u tua l respect 
and even a ffe c t io n . For the last pe riod  o f his tim e  G eorge tra in e d  app ren tices . He 
was w e ll f i t t e d  fo r th is , adding to  his s k ill  in the  trade  a fa th e r ly  concern  and a 
n a tu ra l w illin g n e ss  to  swap re p a rte e  w ith  the  lads. They responded by not tak ing  
advan tage ; they knew  they had a ra th e r spec ia l m a s te r. George d ied a few  weeks 
b e fo re  re t ire m e n t and le f t  a cons iderab le  vo id .

I have had reason to  r e f le c t ,  in answ er to  m y own e a r lie r  question , how wars 
break o u t and e n g u lf ve ry  many people who are n o t, by the c ircu m sta n ce s  o f th e ir  
lives , g iven  to  ques tion  th e ir  p a rt in them . This is to  no te  again how the re  are the 
in sc ru ta b le  aspects o f our ex is tence .



V

HERETICS OR BROTHERS?

This a r t ic le  is a b rie f rep o rt of views expressed by Syd G re e n a ll in 
a m anuscript subm itted  to  us. He is c r it ic a l  o f our a t t itu d e  to  
o ther fellow ships and o th e r C h ris tian s  and suggests th a t we should  
work w ith  ra th e r  than against them .

Sytf G reeena ll gained an im pression o f r iv a l fa c tio n s  w ith in  the  c o m m u n ity  fro m  an 
ea rly  age. l ie  rem em bers being confused by the  names bandied abou t by h is  p a ren ts  
and th e ir friends; S u ffo lk  S tre e t, Tem perance f la i l ,  Vyner H a ll, John B r ig h t S tre e t 
e tc . l iv e n tu a lly  the s ig n ifica n ce  dawned th a t they w ere d i f fe re n t  ’ fe llo w s h ip s ’ , each 
appearing to  be lieve  th a t they w ere the on ly  ones th a t w ou ld  be saved. I t  was 
d i f f ic u l t  to  accep t th a t they w ere the  people o f God when th e re  w e re  so m any 
sp lits  on what seemed to  h im  to  be t r iv ia l  m a tte rs . It was hard  to  b e lie v e , fo r  
exam ple, tha t the question o f w he the r the re s u rre c tio n  body w ou ld  r is e  m o r ta l o r 
im m o rta l should be considered a fundam en ta l issue. There w ere  a lso  d if fe re n c e s  
between opposing groups on m a tte rs  o f co n d u c t, some be ing  m uch m ore  s t r ic t  in  
th e ir avoidance of w o rld ly  pu rsu its  such as p ic tu re  go ing  than o th e rs . A ll  th is  was a 
real problem  and he fee ls th a t to  some e x te n t i t  s t i l l  is; one can s t i l l  see today the  
tendency fo r p a rtic u la r groups, be liev ing  they are r ig h t,  to  w an t to  e xc lu d e  a ll o th e r 
groups i f  they th ink  d if fe re n t ly .

Shortly a lte r  being baptised, Syd re g is te r in g  as a co n sc ie n tio u s  o b je c to r  was sen t to  
do his N a tiona l Service. He w orked on the  land and m e t o th e r C O ’s w ho w e re  a lso 
C hris tians . There were many whose live s  w ere  tru e  exam ples o f  se rv ice  to  C h r is t 
and th e ir  le llo w  men. That these people w ere  u n accep tab le  to  God because they  
spoke o f ’ the l le v i l ’ and fu tu re  l i fe  ’ in  heaven’ he found in c re a s in g ly  d i f f i c u l t  to
accept. There had to  be room  in the K ingdom  fo r them , he th o u g h t.

The passage o f the years showed m ore o f the v a r ie ty  and c h a ra c te r  o f the  d iv e rg e n t 
be lie fs  w hich a ll c la im ed  to  be based on G od’s w ord  in the  B ib le . I t  made m ore
sense to  see the teach ings o f o the r denom ina tions  and sects  as th e ir  way o f
in te rp re tin g  and expressing q u ite  d i f f ic u l t  re lig io u s  concep ts . Top ics lik e  the 
problem  o f e v il and the fu tu re  l ife  w ere th ings th a t scho lars had been d iscussing  fo r 
two thousand years. There was s t i l l  l i t t le  u n a n im ity  on m any d o c tr in a l a reas and he 
began to  th ink  th a t God never in tended the re  to  be co m p le te  u n ifo rm ity .  Indeed in 
the lig h t o f h is to ry  cou ld  i t  s t i l l  be said th a t sa lva tio n  depended on the  c o r re c t 
in te rp re ta tio n  o f the B ib le?

Syd po in ts out tha t in every  parab le  or d e s c rip tio n  o f the  las t judgem en t in 
scrip tu re  the question is a lw ays "W hat d id you do?" and no t "W hat d id  you b e lie v e ? " 
lesus said "You w ill know them  by th e ir f ru its " .  (M a tth e w  7 :20 ).*S ure ly  th is  can on ly  
mean tha t we are to  d is tingu ish  who are C h r is t 's  by how they  behave; w h e th e r th e y , 
in la c t,  show m ercy and love to  th e ir fe llo w  men and w om en. M aybe the  th e o lo g ic a l 
doc trines  are less im p o rta n t than we tend to  th in k .

It c e rta in ly  seemed to  h im , judg ing fro m  p ra c t ic a l e xp e rie n ce , th a t e v e ry  genu ine  
C h ris tia n  fro m  any sect or denom ina tion  had the  same idea o f b e hav iou r p a tte rn e d  
on the l ife  o f C h ris t. The ir a im  was to  honour God and show love to  e ve ry  fe llo w  
man or woman, irre sp e c tive  o f the d e ta ils  o f his o r her d o c tr in a l b e lie fs . D id  not 
Jesus say "Th is is my com m andm ent, th a t you love one a n o th e r"?  (John 15:12) Paul 
also te lls  us th a t "Love  is p a tie n t and k in d ; love is n o t jea lous or b o a s tfu l; i t  is no t 
a rrogan t o r rude. Love does no t in s is t on its  ow n way . . .  i t  does n o t re jo ic e  a t 
w rong ." ( I  C o rin th ians  1 W e  should no t then g lo a t o ve r our 's u p e rio r ' 
theo logy, nor ca ll one ano ther 'h e re t ic ' and speak and a c t as if o th e rs  w ere 
excluded fro m  the grace and m ercy  o f God.

* Q uotations are  from  the Revised S tandard Version.
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It  fo llo w s , Syd suggests, th a t we should be try in g  to  w ork w ith , ra th e r than against, 
these 'o th e r sheep’ , as we m ig h t r a i l  th e m , he lp ing  one ano ther in an unbe liev ing  
w o rld . A m a lg a m a tio n  is no t in m ind here  bu t the m ain tenance  o f a co -o p e ra tive  
s p ir it .  S ure ly in  a c o u n try  lik e  B r ita in  today  where only fiv e  per cen t make any 
re g u la r chu rch  a tte n d a n ce , we should ra th e r th in k  "a t least he goes som ew here". 
A lso , o f those who d e m o n s tra te  an unse lfish  lo v in g  a tt itu d e , th a t a t least they do 
not subscribe  to  the  w o rld ly  m o tto  o f 'lo o k in g  a f te r  num ber one '. I t  seems a 
tra g e d y , a t a t im e  when the  w o rld  is rush ing  headlong tow ards  s e lf-d e s tru c tio n  th a t 
we should co n tin u e  to  rega rd  o th e r b e lie ve rs  in the  R ib le  and .lesus C h ris t as 
opponents, w h ile  fa l l in g  o u t (o r th re a te n in g  to  fa l l  o u t) am ongst ourselves on 
m a tte rs  o f m in o r academ ic  im p o rt . M any thousands who a re  not C hris tade lph ians  
read th e ir  R ib les and t r y  to  fo llo w  C h ris t aga inst fo rm id a b le  oppos ition , d e fy in g  
v ic io u s  d ic ta to rs h ip s , s u ffe r in g  ha rassm ent, i l l -  tre a tm e n t and even im prisonm en t fo r 
th e ir  fa ith ,  ('.an we s t i l l  say th a t they have no chance o f be ing 'in  the K ingdom '?

C H R IS T A D E L P H IA N  SUMMER SC HO O L, 1987

The 22nd Sum m er School took p lace  in  St A nd rew 's  M a ll, Selly O ak, R irm ingham , in 
the  m id d le  o f Tu ly. The w e a th e r was d u ll and w e t, not the w a rm , sunny w ea the r we 
have com e to  e xp e c t a t the  School, b u t the  a tm osphere  inside was, as usual, 
c h e e rfu l and liv e ly .

The Sum m er School encourages d iscussion o f issues in a C h r is t lik e  s p ir it  in w hich we 
seek to  unders tand  b e tte r  b o th  one a no the r and some o f the  prob lem s o f being 
fo llo w e rs  o f Jesus in to d a y 's  w o rld . The School, how ever, is much m ore than 
lis te n in g  to  ta lk s  and discussing th e m . I t  g ives the o p p o rtu n ity  to  m ake new friends , 
m eet o ld  ones, and en joy the  fr ie n d lin e ss  o f be ing to g e th e r in a happy C h ris tia n  
a tm osphere .

M ain  sessions w ere  led by F red  P a rtin g , Ron C o lem an and W ilfre d  L a m b e rt. Fred 
used the  book o f A c ts  to  tra c e  the  pa th  fro m  Jerusa lem  to  R om e, fro m  Judaism  to  
w o rld -w id e  fa ith .  Ron C o lem an discussed the  A to n e m e n t, com m en ting  on the 
m eanings o f S a c r ific e  and look ing  a t the fo u r m ain  theo ries  o f A to n e m e n t, Ransom, 
S a tis fa c t io n , Penal and M o ra l. W ilfre d , using slides, showed the  a rchaeo log ica l 
background to  M esopo tam ia  and P a les tine , and some o f the  l ig h t th is  can g ive on 
p a rts  o f the O ld  T e s ta m e n t.

O th e r sessions cove red  a w ide  v a r ie ty  o f to p ics . Penny W illia m s  dem onstra ted  
va rious  techn iques fo r co m m u n ica tin g  e f fe c t iv e ly  w ith  an audience by using visual 
a ids, questions, d iscussions and c a re fu l se le c tio n  o f m a te r ia l. Janet Rush ton 
e xh o rte d  us to  h u m ili ty ,  ta k in g  a w arn ing  fro m  the  m o th e r o f the  sons o f Zebedee 
who sought a spec ia l fa vo u r fo r her own sons. John M aycock exam ined the  prob lem  
o f v io le n ce  in the  O ld  T es tam en t v is -a -v is  Jesus' com m ands in the New. R ill 
Robinson re v ie w e d  the  New T es tam en t ev idence  fo r the  in vo lve m e n t o f s is te rs  in
e cc le s ia l se rv ices  and a c t iv i t ie s ,  and D erek and M a rg a re t Monk took us on a
s lid e - i llu s tra te d  to u r in the steps o f the A p o s tle  Paul. Very m em orab le  was the  v is it 
by A r th u r  F.ast to  d escribe , again w ith  s lides, the  w ork o f the C .hristade lph ian 
C h ild re n 's  Hom e a t M oinabad in Ind ia . Paul Pearson looked a t the  prob lem s of 
unde rs tand ing  the  n a tu re  o f the end o f the  w o rld  in re la tio n  to  the com ing  o f the 
K ingdom  o f C od. A c t iv it ie s  w ere a lso arranged  fo r the ch ild re n  and young people. 
They conc luded  the  School w ith  a ve ry  e f fe c t iv e ,  d ram a tised  Fp ilogue based on I 
C o rin th ia n s  13. Some o f the m a te r ia l used w il l ,  we hope, em erge as a r t ic le s  in 
fu tu re  issues o f The F.ndeavour M agaz ine ."

T im e , as a lw ays , seemed too  sh o rt, and n e x t year we hope to  extend the  School fo r 
a day longe r, as w e ll as m e e tin g  a week la te r . D ates planned are F riday  22nd to 
Tuesday 2bth July 1988 (D V). F u rth e r d e ta ils  w il l  be g iven in the nex t issue, or 
w r ite  to : Ian M e l la f f ie ,  176 C ra n to n  Road, Fd inburgh  F ID  I A l l .

+ Wo w ill try  to  com ply w ith  any requests we re ce iv e  fo r such a rtic le s .



This section  is o ffe re d  to  ind iv id u a ls  o r groups 
fo r use as an a c t o f w orsh ip .

Our ba the r in heaven, we g ive  thanks fo r the re v e la tio n  o f y o u rs e lf in 
the life  o f Testis. We thank you fo r  your love shown in g iv in g  your son to  
die fo r us and your ca re  in seeking to  save those who a re  lo s t.

I am the good shepherd; 1 know my own, and my ow n know  m e, 
as the F a ther knows me and I know the F a th e r; and I lay down 
my l ife  fo r the sheep. John 10:14 &  15

What man o f you, having a hundred sheep, i f  he has lo s t one o f 
them , does not leave the  n in e ty -n in e  in the w ilde rness , and go 
a lte r  the one w hich is lo s t, u n t i l  he finds  i t?  And when he has 
found i t ,  he lays i t  on his shou lder, re jo ic in g . Luke I 5: 4 & 5

In the s e ttin g  o f bo th  the  above q u o ta tio n s  fro m  the w ords o f Tesus, the  
re lig ions  leaders w ere unable to  see, le t a lone sym pa th ise  w ith ,  the  d r i f t  
o f Tesus' m in is try . It is not th a t you are b lin d , says Tesus, bu t th a t you 
say you see. They saw Tesus as a d is tu rb e r o f th e ir  t im e -h a llo w e d  
scheme o f sa lva tion . It behoves us no t to  fa l l  in to  the  same sin o f 
be liev ing  th a t we alone possess the key to  e te rn a l l i fe .  We m us t p resen t 
the face  o f Tesus to  our w o rld . We, as se rvan ts  o f the  L o rd , m ust
convey his love; his com passion to  a ll the  sheep fo r  w hom  he d ied .

In the se ttin g  o f the words fro m  Luke, Tesus was e x p la in in g  w hy he 
rece ived  sinners and a te  w ith  them  (e a tin g  to g e th e r shows a fe llo w s h ip  
or k insh ip). What shepherd w o rth  his sa lt w ou ld  n o t leave the  's a fe '
m a jo r ity  and search fo r the one w h ich  was lo s t. N o te  a lso he c a rr ie s  it
back. Maybe it  cou ld  no t o f i ts e lf  re tu rn  to  the fo ld .

There is, though, a s ting  in the ta i l  fo r the  n in e ty -n in e  le f t  in  the
w ilderness. There is m ore joy in heaven ove r one who repen ts  than ove r 
the safe and secure m em bers who, they may th in k , need no re p e n ta n ce .

If we fee l ourselves lost fro n t the  m a ins tream  o f t io d 's  a c t io n , we m ay 
rest assured th a t Tesus w il l  search fo r us u n til he finds  us.

If we are 'sa fe ' in fe llo w sh ip  le t us seek, in Clod's nam e, to  he lp  those 
who are los t. In Tesus' day th a t m eant those regarded  as beyond th e  pa le  
o f respectab le  re lig io n . We m ust show Clod's love to  a ll  w ith o u t 
excep tion .

Love bade me w e lcom e: ye t my soul d rew  back, 
CTuilty o f dust and sin.

ISut qu ick-eyed  Love, observ ing  me g row  slack 
F rom  my f i r s t  e n tra n ce  in ,

ITrew neare r to me, sw ee tly  ques tion ing ,
If I lacked a n y th ing .
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A guest, I answ ered, w o rth y  to  ho horc:
Lovo said, Von sha ll ho ho.

I the unk ind , u n g ra te fu l?  Ah my doar,
I canno t look on thoc .

Lovo took m y hand, and s m ilin g  d id  re p ly .
Who made tho  eyes but I?

T ru th  L o rd , but I have m arred  thorn: lo t my shame 
(do w here  it  d o th  deserve.

And know  you n o t, says Lovo , who bore* the blam e? 
My doa r, then I w il l  serve.

You m ust s it dow n, says Love , and tas te  my m ea t: 
So I d id  s it and e a t.

Ceoi go H e rb e rt ( I  V M - I M l)

Rachel Bl'ackmooc^

N ow  m ay the  Clod o f  peace who b rough t aga in  fro m  the  dead our 
Lo rd  .Tesus, the  g re a t shepherd o f the sheep, by the  b lood o f  the 
e te rn a l co ve n a n t, equ ip  you w ith  e v e ry th in g  good th a t you may do 
his w il l ,  w o rk in g  in you th a t w h ich  is p leasing  in his s ig h t, through 
Tesus C h r is t ;  to  w hom  he g lo ry  fo r eve r and e ve r. Am en.



JESUS, SON OF M AN , SON OF GOD 
k .  True Sonship

Christadelphians have defended them selves against the charge of 
Arianism by saying th at they believe th a t Jesus "is l ite ra lly  the  
Son of God". But this seems to presuppose an anthropom orphic  
God. In this final a r t ic le  in the series Ron Colem an argues th a t  
the new knowledge about heredity provides a way out o f the 
dilem m a.

A fte r  our survey o f the h is to ry  o f the theology o f the in ca rn a tio n  and the 
challenges which are now, fo r the f irs t tim e  in a lm ost 1,500 years, being leve lled  at 
i t ,  i t  is tim e  to re tu rn  to  our s ta rtin g  po in t. That s ta rtin g  po in t is our b e lie f th a t 
Jesus is the Son o f God, not God the Son. It is no t however the easy so lu tio n  to  the 
problem th a t i t  m igh t seem. In essence th a t p rob lem  is how the d iv in e  and the 
human can ex is t side by side in one ind iv idua l. I t  is acu te  in the  c lass ic  d o c tr in e  o f 
the incarnation  which holds th a t Jesus was the pre -e x is te n t God the  Son who added 
human nature to  his d iv ine  na tu re . Ever since the  d o c tr in e  was fo rm u la te d  a t 
Chalcedon in t»5l the d iv in ity  has tended to  overshadow the hum an ity  so th a t i t  has 
been d if f ic u lt  to  regard Jesus as re a lly  sharing our hum an ity . I f ,  fo r  exam p le , he 
had d iv ine  om niscience and so knew the  fu tu re  in fa ll ib ly ,  how cou ld  he have 
suffered anx ie ty , how could he have been tem p ted , how indeed cou ld  he have had 
freedom to  choose?

The problem  is less acute  i f  we be lieve th a t Jesus was not God but m e re ly  the  Son 
o f God although i t  does not disappear a lto g e th e r. We s t i l l  need to  ask, in  M ark 
A ntony's words, how the e lem ents were "So m ix 'd  in h im  th a t N a tu re  m ig h t stand 
up And say to  a ll the w orld , 'Th is was a m an '". The b e lie f ca rr ie s  pena ltie s  w ith  i t  
too -  i t  is usually equated w ith  the heresy o f A rius . The A rians  held th a t the  Son 
was a m ed ia tor between God and the  w orld  -  he was c re a te d  by God the  F a the r 
sp e c ifica lly  to m edia te . Though d iv ine  he was in many ways in fe r io r  to  the  F a the r. 
C hristadelphians, as a resu lt, are fre q u e n tly  said not to  be C h ris tia n s  a t a l l . "  I t  is 
my b e lie f however th a t recent d iscoveries w hich show us m ore c le a r ly  how h e re d ity  
works can co n tr ib u te  to our understanding o f the p rob lem , and though they  do not 
smooth away a ll the d if f ic u lt ie s  they do make them  m ore bearable.

How H ered ity  Works
There does however seem to  be a considerable d is taste  fo r such a study. M ore than 
one o f those who have read the e a rlie r a rt ic le s  have said to  m e, "S u re ly  a ll we
need to say is th a t God's power produced Jesus 'm ade o f a w om an' w ith o u t the
in te rven tion  o f a human fa th e r? " My rep ly  to  th is  is th a t th is  is p re c ise ly  the  k ind  
o f re to r t th a t is made to  those who question the d o c tr in e  o f the  in ca rn a tio n  -  i t  
must not be doubted, or exam ined, but rece ived  in fa ith . John A u s tin  B aker, in his 
theodicy "The Foolishness o f God", has expressed th is  w ith  g re a t fe e lin g  and 
in tens ity :

'Whose love has la id hold on us in Jesus.' . . .  I t  is inconce ivab le  th a t love 
could ever say: 'I must save these ch ild re n  o f m ine and th a t w il l  mean the
most te rr ib le  su ffe rin g . I w il l  find  someone else to  do the job .' Love does not
send others to  su ffe r in its  p lace. Love comes i ts e lf .  A t th is  po in t I am  s truck  
dumb. I dare not fram e the thought th a t faces m e, and ye t the re  is no o the r 
thought to  which I can tu rn  and escape. This is no c le ve r th e o ry , no rem o te  
poss ib ility , no w ild  im ag ina tion . It is som eth ing I know . I t  is absurd, i t  cannot 
possibly be tru e , but deep inside me there  is no question about i t .  The Cross is 
not a p ic tu re  o f God. This was God h im se lf.

I t  seems inconsistent, to  say the least, to  deny on in te lle c tu a l and m etaphys ica l *

*For example, John S lo t t  in " I s s u e s  fo r  Christ inns Today" and John Wenliam in 
"The Coodnnss o f  Cod".
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grounds a b e lie f held as dearly  as th is , and then frow n  on a s im ila r exam ination  o f 
the p ro ffe re d  a lte rn a tiv e .

A lthough  i t  is on ly tw e n ty - fo u r years since the  secre t o f the genetic code was firs t 
un rave lled , few  d iscoveries o f such co m p le x ity  have had so quick a p ra c tica l 
a p p lica tio n . It is no t an a iry , untested theo ry . P ra c tica l developm ents are in da ily 
use. Announcem ents like  th is  are now com m onplace:- "Evidence has been found that 
the re  is a d e fe c tive  gene on chrom osom e 21 th a t causes fa m ilia l A lzhe im er's  
disease. In te re s t has been heightened by the fa c t th a t Down's syndrome is caused 
by the ex is tence o f an e x tra  copy o f chrom osom e 21 in su ffe re rs ." (On the day I 
w r ite  th is  a s im ila r re p o rt has been published about the d iscovery o f a genetic 
d e fe c t th a t predisposes to the developm ent o f bowel cancer.) "G enetic
f in g e rp r in tin g "  is in regu la r use by the Im m ig ra tio n  Service to show, w ith o u t any 
shadow o f doubt, w hether a person is the m other or fa th e r o f a p a rtic u la r ch ild .

The Genetic Code.
A lthough  g e ne tic  fin g e rp r in tin g  is fa m ilia r ,  the unim aginable co m p le x ity  o f the 
gene tic  code on w hich i t  depends is not so genera lly  known. Our bodies are made of 
ce lls  w hich are very sm all indeed; there  are about 1,000 b ill io n  (a m illio n  m illio n ) 
o f them  in the human body. In every one o f those ce lls  (w ith  just tw o  exceptions) 
the re  is a b lu e p rin t fo r the p roduction  o f a unique human ind iv idua l, d iffe re n t from  
every  o the r one o f the fiv e  b ill io n  people in the w orld  (unless he or she has an 
id e n tic a l tw in ). The tw o  exceptions are the sperm c e ll and the egg ce ll w hich are 
incom p le te  and, in e f fe c t ,  have only h a lf o f the genetic  code. This b lueprin t is 
con ta ined  in the chrom osom es. The code is no t m ere ly a sp e c ifica tio n  fo r the 
m aking o f th a t in d iv id u a l but also a set o f in s tru c tio n s  as to  how the w ork is to  be 
c a rr ie d  o u t, fro m  the e a rlie s t hours in the womb to  m a tu r ity . The ins tru c tio n s  are 
m ore co m p lica te d  than the sp e c ific a tio n , in fa c t about nine tim es as long. To show 
how com plex s p e c ific a tio n  and ins tru c tio n s  are, i f  the  H NA o f w hich they are 
made cou ld  be e x tra c te d  and s tre tched  o u t, th a t fro m  each c e ll would be about 
fe e t long. If a ll the  D N A in the body was jo ined toge the r and s tre tched  ou t it  
w ould  extend  r ig h t across the so lar system . I f  the code were trans la ted  in to  words 
i t  would f i l l  about 500 large books.

This in fo rm a tio n  is the re  in every  c e ll in our body because a ll have grown from  
th a t one sing le  c e ll,  the  zygo te , th a t was fo rm ed a t the m om ent o f conception. 
There are 23 pa irs o f chrom osom es in the  zygote , ha lf o f each pa ir from  the 
m o the r and h a lf fro m  the  fa th e r. But th a t does not mean th a t we are s im p ly and 
so le ly  a m ix tu re  o f our m other and fa th e r. In fo rm in g  the sperm and the egg there 
is a genera l shake up o f the g e n e tic  m a te r ia l. Some is re ta ined  and some is lost in 
assem bling the  sing le  chrom osom es fro m  the pairs in each paren t. And when the 
sing le  chrom osom es are pa ired  o f f  in the  new ind iv idua l the re  is a cho ice as to 
w he the r th a t fro m  the fa th e r or the m o the r w il l  be developed. That w hich is not 
used may neverthe less be passed on to  the next genera tion  and used then. That is 
why, as in a case I know , a g ir l  may look e xa c tly  like  her g rea t-g randm other 
a lthough  no-one in the in te rve n in g  genera tions has shown p recise ly  th a t likeness. 
As B ronow ski has said, "The c h ild  in h e rits  g if ts  from  both parents, and chance has 
now com bined these g if ts  in  a new and o rig in a l a rrangem ent. The ch ild  is not a 
p risoner o f its  in h e rita n ce ; i t  holds its  inhe ritance  as a new c re a tio n  w hich its  
fu tu re  ac tions  w il l  u n fo ld ."

The Brain
But even th is  g ives an in s u ff ic ie n t idea o f the co m p le x ity  o f the  gene tic  code. To 
understand i t  b e tte r we need to  look a t its  most com p lica ted  task, to  produce the 
b ra in . Even though i t  is be lieved  th a t on ly about one per cen t o f the way our brains 
w ork  is ye t understood, even tha t one per cent is staggering. As you are reading and 
th in k in g  about tins , som ewhere betw een 100,000 and I m illio n  chem ica l reactions are
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taking place in your bra in every m inute . In the average human bra in  the re  are about 
10 b illio n  ce lls , o r neurons, and i t  is in the com m unica tions betw een these ce lls  th a t 
the chem ica l reactions are em ployed. There are hundreds o f these
neuro -transm itte rs , each o f w hich would need a labo ra to ry  to  produce i t  in the  
ord inary way. The neurons are not just connected one-to -one, each is connected  to  
many others. It has been estim ated re ce n tly  th a t the number o f these connections is 
a figu re  o f 10 fo llow ed by 800 noughts. This is an immense num ber, how immense 
can be gauged by comparison w ith  the es tim a ted  number o f a tom s in the whole 
universe, which is a figu re  o f 10 fo llow ed by only 100 noughts. Now the in s tru c tio n s  
lo r the design and bu ild ing  o f th is b ra in , w ith  its  a b ilit ie s , its  a p titudes , its  m em ory 
are a ll there in the gene tic  code. It is a lready beginning to  be known w here in  the 
bra in the centres are w hich co n tro l language, log ic , num eracy, im a g in a tio n , ana lysis, 
m usic, and so on. These, the basis o f pe rsona lity , are also a p roduct o f the  g e ne tic  
code, contained in the single ce ll from  w hich every human being s ta r ts  its  l i fe .  The 
genius th a t makes a M ozart, a Leonardo da V inc i, a Shakespeare, a N ew ton , is the re  
in the genetic code.

The Virgin Birth
What are the im p lica tions  o f th is  fo r our understanding o f the  V irg in  B ir th ?  F irs t ly , 
i f  Jesus was indeed the Son o f God, the parts  o f his chrom osomes th a t d id  no t com e 
from  his m other m ust have been crea ted  by God. These, toge the r w ith  those fro m  his 
m other, form ed his gene tic  code. F u rthe rm ore , w h ile  in an o rd ina ry  hum an b ir th  
what is inherited , and the sex o f the o ffsp rin g , seem to  be pu re ly  a m a tte r  o f 
chance, this could not have been so in th is  special m ira c le .

It is un like ly  tha t th is  exp lanation  o f how the d iv ine  side o f his na tu re  cam e about 
w ill sa tis fy  incarna tion is ts  because o f the insistence o f the N icene creed th a t the  
Son was "begotten not made". But today we can le g it im a te ly  ask w hat is the  
d iffe rence  between the tw o when God is the au thor o f the new l ife .  When concep tion  
and b ir th  were a m yste ry , and the way inh e rite d  c h a ra c te ris tic s  w ere conveyed was 
not known, i t  was reasonable to  suppose th a t the re  was some in d e fina b le  d iffe re n c e  
between God making a man and bege tting  h im . To those who be lieve  th a t the  soul 
can exis t independently o f the body i t  could s t i l l  be reasonable to  m a in ta in  th a t 
there was some d iv ine  q u a lity  in the soul o f Jesus w h ich  cam e fro m  God (a lthough 
Chalcedon does not c la im  th is ). But to  those who be lieve , in W heeler Robinson's 
words, th a t man 'is  an an im ated body, and not an inca rna ted  so u l', the  g e n e tic  code 
is the only medium through w hich the  d iv ine  Sonship cou ld  be conveyed. In v iew  
however o f the m ind staggering capac ity  o f th a t code i t  is sure ly not in c re d ib le  to  
believe tha t i t  could convey d iv ine  q u a lit ie s  as w e ll as human ones.

The second im p lica tio n  o f the gene tic  code fo r the V irg in  B ir th  is th a t i t  p rov ided  a 
way in which the human and the d iv ine  cou ld  dw e ll side by side in Jesus w ith o u t one 
d isplacing, or even dom ina ting , the o th e r. We see ind iv idua ls  eve ry  day who com bine 
parts o f the persona lity  o f both fa th e r and m o the r. G iven th a t the  d iv in ity  m ust be 
expressed w ith in  the hum an ity , we can see how they both cou ld  be the re , side by 
side. C hris to log ies have foundered on th is  po in t th roughou t the ages. There has been 
e ithe r a doce tic  C h ris t, seeming fro m  the outside to  be a m an, bu t re a lly  God, o r, on 
the other hand, a man w ith  d iv ine  q u a lit ie s  m ere ly  added on. The fo rm u la  o f 
Chalcedon strove unsuccessfully to  describe how C h ris t cou ld  have had tw o  natu res, 
its  fa ilu re  being concealed to  some e x te n t by the fuzziness surrounding the w ord 
"na tu re " - an abs trac tion  no t corresponding to  any th ing  in the  rea l w o rld .

Adoptionism
T h ird ly , the understanding o f the tru th  about h e re d ity  provides a way in w h ich  the  
seemingly adoption ist te x ts  in the New Testam ent can be understood w ith o u t 
co m m ittin g  us to adoptionism  its e lf ,  w ith  its  requ irem en t th a t Jesus was on ly human.
If the d iv ine  q ua litie s , just like  the human ones, were the re  a t concep tion  only 
p o te n tia lly , g row th  and learn ing are no t m ere ly  possible but essen tia l. We m ay be 
understandably re lu c ta n t to  th ink  o f the  d iv in ity  being present on ly in som eth ing  as 
impersonal as a sp e c ifica tion . But the intense pe rsona lity  o f a ll human beings comes 
from  such an itnpersonal beginning. W ith in  an aston ish ing ly short tim e  those fa sc ina ting
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in d iv id u a lit ie s  begin to  deve lop w ith  such v a rie ty  and speed th a t parents are 
co n s ta n tly  am azed th a t th is  unique person did not ex is t a short tim e  ago.

What Did Jesus Inherit From I lis Father?
Throughout the ce n tu ries  the re  has been speculation as to what Jesus looked like . 
Aquinas though t th a t he was a p e rfe c t specimen o f hum an ity , "o f becom ing and 
m idd le  s ta tu re ."  Lu theran  theo log ians ascribed to Jesus "exce llency o f body and 
soul, p e rfe c t hea lth  and supreme beauty o f fo rm ."  One German m ainta ined that 
Jesus showed h is p e rfe c tio n  in  never having laughed. O thers  denied th a t Jesus had 
any th ing  so human as a d iges tive  system . These speculations were based o f course 
on the  prem ise th a t Jesus was God. There is how ever a s im ila r te m p ta tio n  even 
when we be lieve  th a t Jesus is the Son o f God. We should obviously not trave l 
down th is  sub jec tive  road.

Rut th e re  is one q u a lity , a key q u a lity , th a t we can m ention  w ith o u t being 
specu la tive  because there  is s c rip tu ra l support fo r i t .  The im portance  o f th is 
q u a lity  is th a t i t  can exp la in  how Jesus cou ld  do w hat those descended fro m  Adam 
were unable to  do, w ith o u t m aking h im  in to  an autom aton. Jesus inhe rited  from  
his F a the r the ca p a c ity  to  know H im , to  be open to  H im , to  have a genius fo r 
H im . This can be seen in the synop tic  gospels from  the in d ire c t assumptions and 
the passing rem arks  o f Jesus, the  com p le te  naturalness to  h im  o f p rayer. But when 
we tu rn  to  John we fin d  i t  s ta ted  e x p lic it ly ,  fo r exam ple in chap te r 5, vv 19,20:

The Son can do no th ing  on his own; he on ly does w hat he sees the  Father 
do ing. What the F a the r does, the  Son also does. For the Father loves the Son 
and shows h im  a ll th a t he h im se lf is do ing. (GNB)

It has been suggested by C H Dodd th a t there  is a hidden parable here. In the 
w o rld  o f Jesus th e re  was no secu lar education . Sons learned th e ir trade , as 
app ren tices , fro m  th e ir  fa th e rs . How successfu lly  they did so would depend upon 
the a p titu d e  and d ispos ition  o f the son to  lea rn , and also upon the readiness o f the 
fa th e r to  teach . W ith  th is  fa th e r and son both cond itions  were p e rfe c tly  fu lf i l le d . 
We fin d  th is  idea in many o th e r passages in John,* ad jacent (in a s ty le  s im ila r to  
Hebrews) to  passages w h ich  seem ing ly speak o f p re-ex is tence .

But a longside th is  c a p a c ity , and th a t from  any o the r d iv ine  ch a ra c te ris tics  th a t he 
in h e rite d  fro m  his F a th e r, the re  were the pure ly  human ones w hich came from  his 
m o the r -  our human na tu re  w ith  its  im p e rfe c tio ns , its  rebelliousness, its  
se lf-cen tredness , its  p red ispos ition  to  respond to  te m p ta tio n  ra th e r than res is t i t .  
Because o f th is  human in h e rita n ce  Jesus could have thw a rted  or suppressed his 
d iv ine  genius, or a llow ed  i t  to  w ith e r ( lik e  G ray 's  "m u te  ing lorious M ilto n "). 
Suprem ely g if te d  men o fte n  c a rry , toge the r w ith  the precious g i f t  o f genius, 
fa ilin g s  w h ich  b lem ish th a t g i f t .  This was possible fo r Jesus. But he took this 
human na tu re  and hardened and tem pered i t  in the fire s  o f te m p ta tio n  u n til i t  
becam e a new n a tu re , co m p le te , sinless, f i l le d  w ith  the s p ir it  and u tte r ly  
surrendered in lov ing  obedience to  God.

The Final Difficulty
There is one fin a l d if f ic u l ty  in be liev ing  th a t Jesus is the Son o f God, not God the 
Son, we have ye t to  face . It  is th a t w hich John A ustin  Baker described so 
fo rc e fu lly  when he w ro te  "Love  does not send o thers  to  su ffe r. Love comes its e lf ."  
How d id  God s u ffe r in Jesus i f  he was a co m p le te ly  separate ind iv idua l?  It is 
possible fo r one ind iv id u a l to  s u ffe r in another when they are bound up 
e m o tio n a lly  to g e th e r. The com m onest exam ple is th a t o f a paren t, p a rtic u la rly  a 
m o the r, fo r a c h ild . F a rt, but on ly pa rt o f th a t sharing comes fro n t the genetic 
connec tion . M ore com es fro m  closeness, from  seeing the  ch ild  grow  and learn and 
develop. We know from  the gospels how close Jesus was to God through his 
hab itua l use o f "A bba", the fa m ily  name fo r " fa th e r" . John's gospel records the 
specia l love o f God lo r Jesus. How d id th is  special love come about?

We Pan im agine tha t as Jesus grew  in know ledge and understanding the re la tionsh ip
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would become something like  tha t between an em inent and distinguished fa the r 
whose son had followed him  in his profession. The son would gain from  the 
fa ther's  knowledge and experience, but the fa ther would gain too, from  the 
sharing o f something which h ith e rto  had been a so lita ry  experience, and from  
learning to see fa m ilia r things in d iffe re n t ways through another's  eyes. A ll human 
analogies o f God fa ll short and can be m isleading but we are encouraged to  use 
them by scrip tu re  its e lf. So we can imagine that as Jesus learned more and 
understood more i t  made i t  possible fo r God to open the door to  h im  fu r th e r and 
fu rthe r. As Henry Thoreau said so w isely " I t  takes tw o to  speak the tru th ; one to  
speak and another to hear." So we have a unique ind iv idua l who, through his 
a b ility  to hear and understand grew so close to God tha t he could o ffe r  H im  
something that nothing else in crea tion  had been able to  o ffe r . There was a love 
between them which was far deeper than the condescending love God has fo r us, 
and our inadequate response to  tha t love. If tha t is so, would not God be able to  
enter in to both the joys and sorrows o f Jesus in a way not open even to H im  as 
regards the rest o f His creation?

Strangely enough, the defenders o f Chalcedon are fee ling  the ir way to  the same 
conclusion. Klaas Runia, whose "The Present-Day C h ris to log ica l D ebate" I quoted 
in a previous a rt ic le , describes the ideas o f Jean G a lo t, a Jesu it, in th is  way:

It is true tha t the Son's human life  cannot add any p e rfe c tio n  to  his p e rfe c t 
being as God. A t the same tim e we should realise th a t the  human existence 
provided the Son w ith  an irrep laceable  experience.

Then Runia quotes G alot d ire c tly :

D ivine knowledge o f human re a lit ie s  cannot be id e n tifie d  w ith  m an's personal 
experience o f them . It was precisely th is  experience th a t enabled the Son o f 
God to  know the human universe in a d iffe re n t way than before .

Coming from  a C a tho lic  these are s ig n ifica n t words indeed. What G a lo t is saying 
is that God the Son learned something through liv ing  as a man th a t even his 
omniscience could not have to ld  h im . It seems only a sm all step fu r th e r to  saying 
that he is the Son o f God, not God the Son.

Over the years I have fe lt  a rea l reg re t tha t I could not accept the d o c tr in e  o f 
the incarnation w ith  the intense devotion th a t i t  produces in so many. The ideas 
developed here have provided some com pensation. I hope they w ill do the same fo r 
any others who may have been troub led in the same way.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

I rom Basil Rennie, Burnside, South A ustra lia

As you have taken over ed iting  "Endeavour" I must w rite  to  wish you the necessary 
strength, courage and good luck -  you w ill need them a ll!

While I have pen to  paper I feel I must com m ent on the bo ttom  paragraph o f page 
20 in Endeavour 75, part o f an a r t ic le  by Ron Coleman. I quote: "He concludes tha t 
(w ith  the sole exception o f John 1:14) there  is no sta tem ent o f the d o c tr in e  o f the 
incarnation in the New Testam ent." This is a te rm ino log ica l in e xa c titu d e , to  say the 
least. The "scholarship and pene tra tion" of modern theologians ev id e n tly  does not 
extend to  reading the B ible. For the doc trine  o f inca rna tion  see John 8:58, Gal. 
3:17, Philippians 2:5-11, Colossians 1:13-20, Hebrews C hapters I ,  2 and 9 and 
Revelation 2:16 (E & O E). People may d isbelieve the B ib le (th is  is a free  w orld ) but 
they should not lie  about what the B ible says.
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LE TTERS T O  I IU-; EDI TOR

Ron C olem an rep lies :
I can on ly th in k  th a t Basil Rennie has no t a c tu a lly  seen .1 D C. Dunn's "C hris to logy  
in the M aking". The index lis ts  about 1,800 passages w hich are quoted in the te x t. 
As an exam ple the re  are about <»0 re ferences to  quota tions from  Philipp ians 2:5-11, 
the m ain tre a tm e n t o f w hich occupies seven pages. In a rev iew  in the A p r il,  1981 
"E xpos ito ry  T im es" the e d ito r re fe rre d  to  i t  as " th is  immensely thorough study." 
Dunn is not ignoran t o f the passages m entioned; he in te rp re ts  them  d iffe re n tly .

From  M ike and Anne C la rke , K ils y th , V ic to r ia , A u s tra lia

Thank you fo r sending us the new Endeavour M agazine. We are glad i t  is s t i l l  
p rov id ing  a fo rum  fo r open discussion fo r C hris tade lph ians. We hope the Summer 
School is good th is  year and wish we could be present. We'd love to  hear Fred 
B arling  again a fte r  a ll these years. We th ink  John Weaving did a good job keeping 
the m agazine going a ll these years. We were so sorry about the death o f George 
M c H a ffie .

We w ere pleased to  read "A  C onchie Rem em bers" and hope you w il l  be able to  p rin t 
m ore a r t ic le s  about C onscien tious O b jec tion  to  war and B ib lica l non-resistance, as 
we th in k  th is  is a very v ita l issue today. There are s tirr in g s  in the issue in the 
"m a in s tre a m " churches today and i t  would be good i f  we could speak hum bly but 
p e rs is te n tly  about C h r is t 's  way o f peace. It has been our p riv ile g e  to  m eet many 
M ennonites over the  last six years and we have fe lt  im m ed ia te ly  a t home w ith  them 
and have le a rn t much from  them . I d o n 't know i f  th e ir books are w ide ly known in 
B r ita in  bu t 1 th in k  readers o f "The Endeavour M agazine" would enjoy them  very 
much. In p a rt ic u la r  I would recom m end any o f the w ritin g s  o f John Howard Yoder, 
espec ia lly  "The P o lit ic s  o f Jesus", "H e Cam e Preaching Peace" and "N everthe less". 
The la t te r  book id e n tif ie s  many va rie tie s  o f re lig ious  p a c ifism , inc lud ing  several 
strands o f C h ris tia n  p a c ifis m , h ig h lig h tin g  the  argum ents people b ring  against i t  but 
conc lud ing  co n v in c in g ly  th a t " th e re  is no serious c r it iq u e  one can address to  the 
p a c if is t w h ich  does no t . . . tu rn  back w ith  g re a te r fo rce  upon the  advocate o f 
w a r."

The M ennon ites, o f course , a re  the  b io log ica l descendants o f the A nabaptists o f the 
R e fo rm a tio n . I t  is in te re s tin g  th a t a lthough they are T r in ita r ia n  they are no t keen 
on d e fin in g  Jesus. They are m ore keen on obeying, o r a tte m p tin g  to  obey h im . I 
th in k  they w ould  com m ent on Ron C o lem an's a r t ic le  th a t one o f the  reasons 
"m a in s tre a m " C h r is t ia n ity  defends the Form ula  o f Chalcedon so a rden tly  is th a t i t  is 
very tie d  up w ith  C onstan tin ian ism  or C h ris tia n  sacra lism . The C onstantin ian  mode 
o f the  chu rch  looks as though i t  m igh t be breaking up a t last -  th a t is the 
unquestioned m arriage  o f church  and s ta te . It can be said th a t th a t so rt o f 
C h r is t ia n ity  is m ore a t home w ith  a C osm ic C h ris t than w ith  a Jesus o f the Sermon 
on the  M ount. A re ce n t M ennonite  w r ite r  has asked the  question, "Is i t  possible fo r 
us to  be so m is taken  about Jesus w hat we would miss h im  a t his second com ing? Do 
we understand th a t when he comes again he w il l  be even m ore hum ble, more 
com passionate, m ore a se rvant than before? Have the  g rea t church councils and 
theo log ians been asking the  w rong questions a fte r  a ll?  Surely i t  is those who are 
obed ien t -  o r who desire  to  be obedient -  who know w hat Jesus is?

iM e n n o n ite  p u b lica tio n s  do not seem to  be re a d ily  ava ilab le  in the  I I  K . However, 
D avid  P it t  F rancis rev iew s one on the fo llo w in g  page]

F rom  Helen Booker, Springva le , V ic to ria , A u s tra lia

Even though we in A u s tra lia  a re  a b it behind the English in rece iv ing  Endeavour and 
th e re fo re  th is  is ou t o f da te  fo r them , I s im p ly c a n 't le t the a r t ic le  "A re  We Too
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Religion?;?" w r it te n  by someone signing he rse lf s im p ly , M artha , go w ith o u t com m ent 
because i t  seems to me to  be just so u n scrip tu ra l. I ask you, a m o rta l Jesus brought 
forw ard to  our own day m igh t have been a prom inen t p o lit ic a l fig u re  or an M P?! 
What unm itiga ted  rubbish! I'm  ra the r surprised yon published th is  a r t ic le  w ith o u t 
e d ito ria l com m ent.

Martha seems to  fo rge t tha t during his ea rth ly  m in is try  Jesus was o ffe re d  such a 
position, or one even superior to i t  - by the d e v il, " flo w  down and w orsh ip  me and I 
w ill g ive you a ll these kingdom s". He also res is ted  being fo rc ib ly  made k ing  on the 
spot by the people. C e rta in ly  he reprim anded the powers th a t be in his own day but 
he did not seek to  replace them . "M y kingdom  is not o f th is  w o rld ". But even in th is  
case there was a d iffe re n ce  to  the p o lit ic a l powers o f our own day. They w ere 
supposed to be the sp ir itu a l leaders. Our own p o lit ic a l figures are no t. They are 
even more "o f th is w o rld " than were those whom Jesus reprim anded. No, M a rtha , 
Jesus was not, and is no t, in the business o f p u ttin g  band-aids on Satan's k ingdom , 
nor o f try in g  to  redeem the unredeemable. His business is to  save those who w ill 
respond to the ca ll to  come out and be separate. To be in the  kingdom  o f God one 
must have Jesus as th e ir king and be concerned w ith  what he is doing. To do th is  
one must know what he is doing. Too many C hris tade lph ians push the  kingdom  o ff  
in to  the fu tu re , seeing i t  as some p o lit ic a l o rgan isa tion  during  the m ille n n iu m  and 
to ta lly  gloss over the fa c t th a t Jesus said: "The kingdom  o f God com e th  no t w ith  
observation: ne ithe r w ill they say, Lo here! or Lo, the re ! For behold the  K ingdom  o f 
God is w ith in  you." (Luke 17:20,21).

[We hope to publish a rep ly  from  M artha in our next issue]

PACIFISM AN D  CONSCIENTIOUS O BJECTIO N

The Way o f Peace. By 3 C Wenger 
Herald Press, Pennsylvania, USA, 1977 

Reviewed by D avid P it t  F rancis

This book has been in p r in t for some tim e , bu t I have onjy com e across i t  re c e n tly . 
It  was sent to  us by in -law s in A u s tra lia  who read M ennon ite  l i te ra tu re . I t  is 
appropria te  to  rev iew  i t  now because (a) i t  is one o f very few  books th a t p rov ides a 
balanced, concise h is to ry  o f the c o rre c t C h ris tia n  a tt itu d e  to  m ili ta r y  se rv ice , and 
(b) the brotherhood has re ce n tly  become q u ite  in te res ted  in the  e a rly  anabap tis ts , 
fo llow ing  A lan Eyre 's "The P ro tes te rs", and o th e r w rit in g s . The M ennon ites ( lik e  
ourselves, v ia  the C am pbe llites) have roo ts  in the  ea rly  anabap tis t m ovem ents.

J C. Wenger is a Mennonite h is to rian . The purpose o f h is book is to  s ta te  the  case 
fo r conscientious ob jec tion  to  m ilita ry  se rv ice , and to  tra ce  its  h is to ry  th rough  the  
past tw o m illenn ia .

The f irs t  o f these ob jec tives  is ca rr ie d  ou t in  a m a s te rly  w ay. Works on C h ris tia n  
pac ifism  o fte n  su ffe r from  one or tw o ex trem e  v iew po in ts :

(a) Those tha t s ta te  th a t we cannot f ig h t, because "everyone  should accep t 
non-vio lence as an 'id e a l'. "  These are o fte n  'd iso b e d ie n t', non-subm issive and 
'p o lit ic a l' in cha rac te r -  not on ly accep ting  non -v io lence  as a personal 
com m itm en t bu t try in g  to  urge i t  fo rc ib ly  on o the rs , inc lud ing  the  G overnm ents 
o f th is w orld ; and

(b) Those th a t s ta te  th a t we cannot fig h t because 'w e are d if fe re n t and a re  not 
c itize n s  o f th is  w o rld '. Most o f our own books fa ll in to  th is  second ca te g o ry . 
The danger o f th is  approach is th a t non-v io lence is o fte n  not regarded as good 
in its e lf ,  but as a p re se n t-tim e  personal co m m itm e n t. Passages such as 
R eve la tion  19 are quoted to  show th a t when C h ris t re tu rn s  th ings may be 
d if fe re n t, a t least fo r a w h ile .

Wenger a tte m p ts  both approaches. He shows th a t non-v io lence  is no t on ly a fu n c tio n
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o f C h ris tia n  separa tion , bu t th a t i t  also in fluences non -C hris tian  soc ie ty , so th a t the 
s a c r ific e  th a t i t  e n ta ils  fo r fo llo w e rs  o f C h ris t is w e ll w o rth  its  long -te rm  resu lts , 
e g in  the  a b o lit io n  o f s lave ry , and its  in fluence  by personal exam ple, in the 
convers ion o f n o n -C h ris tia n  neighbours -  inc lud ing  some in face  o f te rro rism  in 
A fr ic a .

The second o b je c tiv e  is also w e ll- fu lf i l le d .  The h is to ry  o f the Church is sketched, 
w ith  quo ta tions  fro m  the ea rly  Church leaders, Ignatius, Polycarp, Justin  M a rty r, 
A thenagoras, T e rtu llia n  and O rigen , showing th e ir  unanimous opposition to war (pp 
13 f f ) ,  and then the  book traces the way in w hich th is  noble do c tr in e  was sacrificed  
fo r the concep t o f a 'ju s t w a r1 a fte r  the conversion o f C onstantine , and p a rtic u la rly  
in the  w rit in g s  o f A ugustine.

So, from  both  these standpo in ts th is  book deserves to  be read. W hat, i f  any, are its 
shortcom ings? There are not many. The only m ajor fa ilin g  is th a t the au thor seems 
to  have a 'b lin d  spo t' in respect o f the C hristade lph ians, and one can only assume 
th a t his absence o f d e ta il may be co loured (a) e ith e r by reading the w ritin g s  of 
a n ti-C h ris ta d e lp h ia n  B ib lic a l fundam en ta lis ts ; or (b) sim ply by a desire not to enter 
in to  co n trove rsy  w ith  his fe llo w  M ennonites about us.

To g ive  tw o  exam ples:

( ! ) " • • -  on ly the  sm all bodies such as the  M ennonites, the  C hurch o f the 
B re th ren , and the  Friends c lin g  to  th e ir  b ib lica l non-resistance -  and not a ll 
m em bers even o f these groups are a lto g e th e r convinced." (P 51)

. . . so why no t m en tion  a group whose mem bers are a ll convinced -  i f  no t because 
o f the s tigm a  o f 'he resy ' w ith  w hich we are branded -  even though we are nearer 
his own v iew s o f C h ris tia n  fundam enta lism  than, fo r  exam ple are the  Friends 
(Quakers)?

(2) In re co u n tin g  W orld War I, he seems u n fa m ilia r w ith  F G Jannaway's book 
"W ith o u t the C am p", and the p a rt p layed by C hristadelphians in securing 
exem p tion  fro m  m ili ta ry  se rv ice  fo r  o the r re lig ious  conscientious ob jecto rs  by 
th e ir  own exam ple (e g by re fus ing  to  wear m ili ta ry  un ifo rm  in prison) during 
W orld War I

The second c r it ic is m  is m a tte r  o f sm all d e ta il. He sta tes (p 59) th a t G reat B rita in  
in  W orld War II "was so gracious as to  g ive  to ta l exem ption  to  . . . non-res is tan ts". 
This, o f course, is in c o rre c t. M ost conscientious ob jecto rs  had cond itiona l exem ption 
during  W orld War II and some w ere re fused, and o thers d ra fte d  in to  non-com batant 
se rv ice , though B r ita in 's  a t t itu d e  was, in the c ircum stances, exem plary.

D espite  these tw o  c r it ic is m s , the book is a valuable sum m ary, p a rtic u la rly  fo r those 
o f us who may be faced, a t some fu tu re  tim e , w ith  the prospect o f defending our 
pos ition  a t m ili ta ry  se rv ice  tr ibuna ls .

A SYM PHO NY OF WORDS?

In th e  Beginn ing. By H enri B locher. IVP. 1987 
R eview ed by John M aycock

S hortly  a f te r  w r it in g  the  re v ie w  o f "W indows on Science and F a ith " fo r Endeavour 
75, I heard a ta lk  by Gordon Wenham in w hich he recom mended the above book. 
Wenhain is a w e ll known B ib lica l conserva tive  who has w r it te n  com m entaries on 
L e v itic u s  and Num bers and is w ork ing  on Genesis. He said tha t tw o recent books 
helped cons iderab ly  in the prob lem  o f in te rp re tin g  the ea rly  chapters o f Genesis. 
One was "C re a tio n  and E vo lu tio n " by A lan H ayward, w hich he commended fo r its  
v iew  o f sc ience, and the o the r was B lo rh e r's  (pronounced "b loshay") book w hich he 
com m ended fo r its  in te rp re ta tio n  o f the te x t. You w ill understand my cu rio s ity  to 
fin d  o u t w hat k ind  o f in te rp re ta tio n  th is  Frenchm an would provide.
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Rlocher is Professor o f S ystem atic  Theology a t a F rench E vange lica l in s t itu t io n  
(Faeulte L ib re  de Theologie Evangelique, Vanx-sur-Seine). He is m ost concerned to 
separate s c ie n tif ic  considerations from  d iscovering w hat the au thor is try in g  to  say. 
A part from  the opening chapters science is re lega ted  to  a 19 page appendix. This 
includes a consideration o f the a n tiq u ity  o f man but ends on an inconc lus ive  no te , 
suggesting tha t w ith  fa ith  in the Word o f God, we can "w a it p a tie n tly  fo r the  clouds 
(o f s c ie n tif ic  u n ce rta in ty ) to  c le a r".

Most im p o rta n tly  he considers tha t one should begin by approaching Genesis "as the 
beginning o f a symphony" in w hich God spoke through men but w ith o u t the need to 
turn them in to  robots. The word is in human language and thus ca lls  fo r a study o f 
language, ancient and modern, to help aid in te rp re ta tio n . N everthe less he recognises 
the im portance o f not veering too fa r tow ards excessive lite ra lis m  nor to  ta k in g  ns 
sym bolic what is no t. Two ru les are suggested: a) when the re  a re  c le a r signs o f 
lite ra ry  fo rm  or b) when images or cha rac te rs  used are com m on in the  h is to r ic a l 
se tting , it  is reasonable to  expect poe tic  o r sym bolic  expression. This is a scho la rly  
book, not one fo r ligh t reading. Nevertheless I found it  rew a rd ing  because i t  gives 
new insights in to  the meaning o f the te x t.

The general method is to  consider a top ic  against the background o f the  re s t o f 
sc rip tu re , summarise the p rinc ipa l published in te rp re ta tio n s  (some go ing back to  
Augustine) and ind ica te  why a p a rtic u la r one is p re fe rre d . One is not overw he lm ed 
by quo ta tion  from  the French lite ra tu re ; about tw o  th irds  o f the  'se le c t 
b ib liography' is in English.

The bulk o f the book covers the tw o  accounts o f c re a tio n , i e Genesis 1:1 to  2:3 
covering the f irs t ,  and 2:>t to  3:24 the second. The tw o  are com p lem en ta ry  and no 
good reason is found for dissenting from  the tra d it io n a l v iew  th a t Moses was the 
author. Rut what kind o f w r it in g  is involved? The f i r s t  is h ym n -like : "w r it te n  in 
exa lted  sem i-poe tica l language". The second, w h ils t c loser in  language to  the  m yths 
o f the nations, is nevertheless "a re lig ious  and lite ra ry  ach ievem en t o f the  h ighest 
o rde r". The fa c t th a t Moses was " in s tru c te d  in a ll the w isdom  o f th e  E gyp tians" 
(A c ts  7:22) makes i t  seem lik e ly  th a t " the  mode o f re ve la tio n  is th a t o f W isdom 
w r it in g " .

The evidence o f lite ra ry  s tru c tu re  is d if fe re n t in the tw o  accounts. In the f ir s t  
there are pa tte rns o f sym bolic numbers: 10, 3 and 7. Ten tim e s  we fin d  "G od sa id ", 
three concerning mankind and seven fo r the  w orld  be low . The phrase "and i t  was so" 
appears seven tim es as also does "and God saw th a t i t  was good". The seven days 
are pa rt o f the p a tte rn  and one begins to  see a lite ra ry  s tru c tu re . There is a 
sym m etry between each o f the f ir s t  th ree  days and the  last th re e . L ig h t and the  
ligh ts link  days I and 9, the w a te rs  and heaven lin k  days 2 and 5, and f in a lly  d ry 
land links days 3 and 6. The c ru c ia l c re a tio n  o f ligh ts  and the separa tion  o f lig h t 
from  darkness is c e n tra l (day 4 o f seven) in the co n s tru c tio n  o f the  p iece.

L ite ra l in te rp re ta tio n  o f the 'days’ is re je c te d  and a lite ra ry  v iew  m a in ta ined  in 
which "The author's  in ten tion  is not to  supply us w ith  a chrono logy o f o rig in s  . . .He 
wishes to  bring out ce rta in  themes and prov ide  a theo logy o f the  sabba th ." This
s tru c tu ra l idea is not new; it  has o rig ins  a t least as long ago as the M idd le  Ages.
Some of the themes are considered in d e ta il,  no tab ly  the  idea o f 'o rd e r ' in c re a tio n  
and man as 'th e  image o f God'.

The second account also has a s tru c tu re : seven sym m e trica l paragraphs, w ith  some 
sym bolic fo rm . In the case o f the tree  o f l ife , fo r exam ple , "S c rip tu re  com es to  his 
I the in te rp re te r 's ) a id ". There is an obvious re fe rence  in P roverbs: "She I w isdom ) is 
a tree o f l ife "  and in the book o f R eve la tion . There is no th ing  the re  ( i t  is argued) to  
ind ica te  th a t lohn  trans la ted  a lite ra l tre e  o f Eden in to  a sym bol fo r the  new 
.lerusalem ; he "appears ra th e r to  take the tree  o f l ife  as he finds i t ,  " in  the
paradise o f God", and to  a ttr ib u te  to  i t  in a ll respects, inc lud ing  its  e x is tence , "a 
sp ir itu a l m eaning". In o ther words we are not m eant to  take  i t  l i te ra lly .  It
represents com m union w ith  God, the inexhaustib le  source o f l ife . N e ithe r is the tree  
taken away, i t  is p ro tec ted  by the ke rub im  w h ich , again look ing  fo r the  m eaning 
throughout sc rip tu re , are a symbol o f d iv ine  power.
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I lie  use o f sym bolic  language does not mean th a t there  is no h is to ry  behind the 
re p re se n ta tio n . IM orher s trong ly  re je c ts  the view  th a t the sto ry  is a m y th , by which 
is m eant "p resen ting  in  d ram atised  fo rm  crea tu res  tha t sym bo lica lly  p o rtra y  aspects 
o f the human c o n d itio n ". I t  is considered tha t the r iv e rs  in Eden may w e ll be lite ra l 
b lit  Adam  and five  and the  fa l l ,  or as he p re fe rs  to  c a ll i t ,  " the  breaking of the 
cove n a n t" are c e r ta in ly  fa c tu a l: "no th ing  less than the gospel is at s take". Ihe 
covenant here is a re fe rence  to  the re la tio n  of C'.od to  man presented in Genesis 2 
in the fo rm  o f a tre a ty  betw een a vassal and his suzerain. Headers may find  the 
idea o f sym bol and h is to ry  com bined unusual. That is because we are used to  the 
’ m odern ' way o f w r it in g  h is to ry : "S c rip tu re  . . . abounds in examples o f m ixed 
genre. It fre q u e n tly  recounts the passage o f h is to ry  in the ca tegories o f parable or 
a lle g o ry , and expresses the fa c ts  i t  reca lls  in  images and sym bols".

It  may s t i l l  be possible to  in te rp re t the te x t l ite ra lly  and say the item s have the ir 
sym bo lic  m eaning in a d d itio n . I th ink  a good case is made here (or a ' l i te ra r y ',  and 
thus n o n - lite ra l,  in te rp re ta tio n . W ith  the respect accorded here fo r sc rip tu re  (t»JI 
fNible re fe rences  are indexed a t the end o f the book) any a lte rn a tiv e  should at least 
take  accoun t o f the argum ents presented

As one m ig h t expect the "w e " o f chap te r 1:26 is seen as the f irs t g lim m erings o f a 
t r in i t y .  A nge lic  presence, as an exp lana tion , is re je c te d  since the Hible nowhere else 
suggests they share in c re a tio n . I t  is m ore lik e ly , It is argued, th a t God is 
addressing h im se lf because he has a S p ir it "w ho is bo th  one w ith  h im  and d is tin c t 
fro m  h im  a t the  same tim e "!

I3y re fe re n ce  to  R e ve la tio n  20:2 and 2 C o rin th ians  11:3 A |t», the snake in  Genesis 
is id e n tif ie d  w ith  the  D e v il and is regarded as a f ig u ra tiv e  c rea tu re , linked w ith  
com m on te rm in o lo g y  in the  a n c ie n t w o rld . There i t  was the em blem  o f fe r t i l i t y  
r ite s , d iv in a tio n  and was " th e  m ag ica l an im a l par exce llence", as is s t i l l  reca lled  by 
the  sym bol o f the  m ed ica l p ro fession today !" The serpent, then, "Stands fo r the 
a tt ra c t io n  o f pagan re lig io n  and its  m agic spells . . . Through its  cunning and 
suppleness i t  p rov ided  the im age o f the way tha t re lig ious influences w ork." 
U n fo rtu n a te ly  a 's p ir i t '  Satan is also asserted, who "was the f irs t to  rebel and he 
became the te m p te r o f m ankind".

A no the r p o in t o f d isagreem ent is on the na tu re  o f man. It seems qu ite  ex traord inary  
to  fin d  the fo llo w in g  s ta tem en t in a book genera lly  sensitive  to  the message of 
s c r ip tu re : "D u a lity  stands ou t unam biguously in the New Testam ent . . .  i t  is 
presupposed by the  d o c tr in e  o f the in te rm e d ia te  s ta te , o f the surv iva l o f the 
s o u l/s p ir it  w ith o u t the body in  the period  betw een death and the fina l resu rrec tion ". 
On the  o th e r hand the  ch a p te r on 'The Wages o f Sin' is h e lp fu l. Sin is an inversion
o f the  o rde r C'.od in tended . God's blessings tu rn  in to  ca rica tu res  o f themselves: " I f
man obeyed God, he would be the means o f blessing to  the ea rth ; but in his 
insa tiab le  greed, in  h is scorn fo r the balances b u ilt in to  the crea ted order and in his 
sh o rt-s ig h te d  selfishness he po llu tes  and destroys i t " .

There is no ending recorded  fo r the seventh day o f c re a tio n . It is possible then to 
understand G.od's res t as enve lop ing  the whole o f h is to ry . I f  one fu rth e r rem embers 
th a t in  the  a u th o r's  im agery the 't re e  o f l i f e '  continues in existence p ro te c te d  by 

the ke rub im  and the fla m in g  sword, the 'gospel in  Eden' ra n  be s ta ted  in a very 
d ra m a tic  w ay. Reginning w ith  the death o f G lir is t: "The v ic to ry  was won and its 
co m p le te  and u tte r  e f fe c t w il l  be made m an ifes t to a ll in an instant at the re turn
o f the Lo rd  lesus C h ris t (Romans 16:20). Such is the paradox o f the gospel; it
uncovers the hidden m eaning o f Genesis 3:15 . . . The one single son who had not 
sinned . . . a llow ed  h im se lf to  be s tru ck  on behalf o f his vast throng o f brothers by 
the e v e r- tu rn in g  sword o f d iv ine  ju s tice . Thus he thw arted  fo r ever the snake's 
m anoeuvres. The ke rub im  rushed to open the gates to h im . To us who fo llow  him , 
who are conquerors by his pow er, he gran ts  to eat from  the tree  o f l ife  which is in 
the paradise o l G od."




